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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12,3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
n furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Box No. II Priority 



1 . S The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searching Authority 

does not have in its possession a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where 
required, a translation of that earlier application. This opinion has nevertheless been established on the 
assumption that the relevant date (Rules 43bisA and 64.1) is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43blsA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43d/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement - 

1. Statement 

r f 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-19 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-19 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-19 




No: 


Claims 





2, Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabilitv 
citations and explanations supporting sisch statement 



1 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-A-2 71 6 462 (BRENNAN JOSEPH B) 30 August 1 955 (1 955-08-30) 

US-A-2 408 038 (BRENNAN JOSEPH B) 24 September 1946 (1946-09-24) 
US-A-3 093 207 (BOZAK RUDOLPH T) 1 1 June 1 963 (1 963-06-1 1 ) 
DE 27 47 067 A1 (ELEKTROTECHNIK EHMANN GMBH; ELEKTROTECHNIK 
EHMANN GMBH, 6953 GUNDELSHE) 26 April 1979 (1979-04-26) 
US-A-5 961 762 (ZELINKA ET AL) 5 October 1 999 (1 999-1 0-05) 



D2: 
D3: 
D4: 

D5: 



Art. 6 POT 



The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 POT, because claims 1- 
1 9 are not clear. 

According to the preliminary examination guidelines, chapter 5, 5.05, the claim should 

contain a statement indicating the designation of the subject-matter of the invention 

This is not met with regard to the statement 

"A method of producing a mftmhr^r)^ ■■ jn claims 1-9 and 

"A device for producing a mamhran^ jn claims 11-19. 

The object of the invention is not the production of a membrane but to influence nr 
modify the material properties of a membrane for an electroacoustic transducer in a 
targeted manner (cf. e.g. page 2, lines 1-3 and lines 16-18). 

3. Art. 33(2) POT 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) POT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1 and 11 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) POT. 



3.1 



With regard to method claim 1, document D1 discloses (the references in 
parentheses applying to this document): 
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A method of producing a membrane for an electroacoustic transducer (cf figure 1 ) 
wherein at least one liquid plastic (cf. column 2, lines 30-34 and lines 63-64) in 
particular a liquid plastic with adhesive properties, is applied at least in part-areas of 
at least one surface of the membrane and wherein the at least one applied liquid 
plastic IS cured (cf. column 2, line 33 and column 3, line 2). 



3.2 



Furthermore, each of the documents D2 and D3 discloses all the feature of 
independent claim 1 in combination. 

In detail, D2 describes a method of producing a membrane for an electroacoustic 
transducer (cf. figure 1), wherein at least one liquid plastic (cf. column 2, lines 49-53) 
m particular a liquid plastic with adhesive properties, is applied at least in part-areas 
o at least one surface of the membrane and wherein the at least one applied liquid 
plastic IS cured (cf. column 3, line 5; column 5, lines 34-35 and lines 71 -74) 
D3 contemplates a method of producing a membrane for an electroacoustic 
transducer (cf. figures 1 and 2), wherein at least one liquid plastic (cf. column 2 lines 
50-56), in particular a liquid plastic with adhesive properties, is applied at least in part- 
areas of at least one surface of the membrane and wherein the at least one applied 
liquid plastic is cured (cf. column 2, lines 60-63). 

3.3 Apparatus claim 1 1 corresponds closely to independent claim 1 , in that claim 1 1 
defines respective structural features for each method step of claim 1 . 

Therefore, each of the documents D1-D3 discloses all the features of independent 
claim 11. 



4. Dependent claims 2-10 and 12-19 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of novelty and inventive step: 

claims 2, 3, 12 and 13: cf. D1, column 2, lines 64-65 and figure 5 or D2 figure 4- 
claims 4 and 16: the process of "curing" carried out by means of visible'light or UV- 
light IS standard practice for the skilled person, cf. e.g. D5, column 2, lines 31-48 and 
claims 6, 13 and 18 and figure 3; 
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Claims 5 and 19: cf. D1 , colunnn 2, line 29 and lines 55-72; 

claims 6, 14 and 15: cf. D1, column 2, lines 49-63; D2, column 4, lines 40-45 and 

figure 4; 

claims 7-10: cf. D2, column 2, lines 41-44; column 3, lines 40-46; column 5, lines 21- 
33 and lines 56-60; D3, column 2, line 69 - column 3, line 10; column 4, lines 53-56; 
D5, page 5, last paragraph and page 9; 

claims 17 and 18: the use of an automatically driven conveying system and the 
selection of different conveying speeds is well known to a person skilled in the art; cf. 
e.g. D5. 
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